Heathermount Newsletter Term 5

A warm welcome to the penultimate newsletter of thisacademicyear!

As | write this, we are very much looking forward to marking the Queen’s Jubilee in school on Friday 27

May and celebrating sucha commitmentto publicservice over the last 70 years —what a remarkable
and historicachievement!

Earlierthisterm, we participated in World Mental Health week; the therapy teamincorporated
discussions with the children around mental health and how each one of us can ensure we look after
ourselvesaswell as others. Olderstudents were involved in aform group presentation with their tutor
and were given opportunities to reflectand discuss this very importantissue whichis even more
significant since the pandemic. Staff didn’t miss out either! They embraced a change to the usual staff
training programme and enjoyed tea and cake inthe grounds and a game of rounderson a lovely sunny
eveningafterschool.

It was great that the PGL trip was able to go ahead just before the Easter holidays. Thisisan excellent
opportunity forsecondary students and our first residential in two years! Everyone had afantastictime
and | hope you enjoylooking atall the photos laterin the newsletter.



Also, thisweek the secondary students took partin our own ‘Heathermount’s Got Talent’ organised by
one of the students forhissilverarts award which was a wonderful success. The camaraderieand
supportthe students showed one another exemplified the values we hold hereat Heathermount.

Although COVID hasn’t quite gone away, we have seen amarked shift towards “getting back to normal”
with the reintroduction of assemblies, visitors on site and whole staff face -to-facetraining. This has
beenvery welcome indeed, however, staff and students still have the option to wearaface coveringif

they are feeling anxious. We continue to maintain the control measures around ventilation, air purifiers
and hand spraying within school.

SEND Green Paper

The Governmentreleased its SEND Green paper entitled “Right support, Right place, Righttime”in
March and the school has been involved in consultation sessions tofeed in ourthoughts and comments.
Itisan importantstarting pointforsome much-needed change tothe current SEND system thatis,
unfortunately, simply not working forthe vast majority of children and families.

You will find the link for parents to have theirsay on the Green paperlateron inthe newsletter, please
take some time to have a look and feedback your comments so that the Government hear the views of
children, young people, and families.

Core values

Our core value thisterm has been positivity and the winners are revealed further onin the newsletter.
Congratulationsto all three winners. Nextterm we will be havingawhole school focus onresilience.

Site

There has been alot of work going on throughoutthe year on improvingthe sch ool site so thatthe
buildings and grounds can furthersupport the curriculum and learning opportunities for the students.
Afterhalfterm, we will be able to openanindependent study roominthe basement foruse by the older
studentsforspecificprojects and enterprise activities.

Examinations

Zoe has taken on the role of exams officer within school and Jean will be conducting access
arrangements for our students. The exams officerrole isakey role in the school, and | would like to
thank Zoe forher excellent organisation skills this yearand to Jean for ensuring access arrangements
and assessments have been putin place forthe students.

Our olderstudents are currently completing functional skills exams and GCSEs have begun. | have been
so impressed with how the students have coped and how seriously they have taken theirexams. It can
be a very anxioustime forstudents and parents, but|’m sure all theirhard work will pay off and they
will be duly rewarded on results day.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme

The firstever D of E expedition will take place inJune, and thisisa very exciting time for both students
and staff. The benefits of the scheme are wellknown and thank you to Harriet, Richard, and Dani for



organisingand deliveringthe schemeto ourstudents. Some of our bronze level students may get the
chance to go on to theirsilverand gold awards at their next setting.

Visitors to school

We have welcomed arange of visitorsinto school thisterm as COVID restrictions have been eased. Two
learning mentors from Thames Valley School spent aday observing and talking to our staff on the best
ways to support children with autism. The feedback we have receivedis thatthey were “blown away” by
the school and have lots of ideas to take back to theirschool to help supporttheir own students.

There have beentwo twilight sessions this term for staff where we have had the Headteacherand
Educational Psychologist from Beech Lodge School come into talk about how they support their
students who have significant traumaand attachment needs. The sessions were very informative and
gave us all lotsto think about and reflecton when it comesto supporting our own students who have
experienced traumaand attachmentearlieronintheirlife.

Nikki Kennedy (NAS Autism Accreditation Assessor) has, this week, made a monitoring visitto see how
we are continuingto embed high quality autism practice within school and to look at the impact the
sensory circuit programme has had since it was introduced overayearago.

The Disabilities Trust has visited recently; Keeley (Director of Brain Injury) and Neil (QA team) cameinto
have a lookaround the school to see what we do and how they can furthersupportthe school.

There have also been the usual regular visits from Anne-Catherine (Chair of Governors), who always
takes such a keen interest in the school and provides us support as well as a significant level of challenge.

Finally, thank you forcompleting the recent parent questionnaire; yourtime and feedbackiis greatly
appreciated and we will be acting on the results next term.

| hope you enjoy reading the newsletter and seeing the fantasticlearning opportunities that your
children have been engaging with during the last few weeks. The details of the classes for nex tyear will
be coming after half term.

Have a lovely half term break and enjoy the 4-day bank holiday celebrations. | look forward to
welcomingthe children back for our final term of the year on Monday 6 June.
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Dates for the diary

Date Event
Monday
6t June Start of Term 6
Remote Parents’
Tuesday Evening
121" July (4pm — 7pm)
Friday _
15% July Heathermount Olympics
Thursday
21st July End of Term 6




Star of the Week - Foundation
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Star of the Week - Primary
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Star of the Week - Secondary
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Congratulations to all of our 'Star of the Week' winners this term!




Core Values Cup
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RESPECTFUL

This term the focus was POSITIVE




1-FOUNDATION
Sammy

For showing great positivity in his learning and with his friendships.




2 - PRIMARY
Sam

For having a positive attitude to learning throughouteach day.

3 -SECONDARY
Saarim

For always showing a positive attitude, even when he finds work challenging.

Next term the focus is RESILIENT

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

The Blue Peter badge is the most iconic badge in the UK! We can’t be entirely sure how many have been
awarded since launching in 1963, but we reckon the number is in the millions.



As weall know, Isla does some amazing drawings and when she asked if she could showcase them, we
looked at sending them off to Blue Peter.

It’s safeto say they werejustas impressed as we are!!

Dear [sla

Thank you for your letter. We were truly amazed looking through your pictures, they are so
colourful and detailed. We can see that you've put a lot of work into them and like them so
much that we're awarding you a Blue Peter Badge which we hope you'll enjoy wearing!




Foundation
Ash

Ash class have enjoyed learning about ourenchanted woodlands. We have learned about the different
trees, plants, and woodlands. In Art we mixed colours to create paintings of woodland animals. We
created our own woodland animalriddles and tried hard to think of tricky clues!






















Ash class also had a fantastic time when they visited The Look Out recently on a schooltrip. The children
were brilliant and had a great time!







Maple

This term, Maple have been learning about pirates! They have been thoroughly engaged and really
enjoyed this topic.



We have used a teabag to make a pirate map and then drew ourown treasure map, with a Xto markthe
spot.

We also made ourown pirate ships. The class had to choose the material fortheir vessel and discussed if
it would make a good waterproof ship. The class then designed their own pirate flags and attached it to
the ship. We then tested our experiments to see whetherthey would float or sink.










The highlight was when we made pirate swords out of balloons. We worked togetherto blow the
balloons up and then followed the instructions. The class showed greatimagination and were acting out
the pirate characters.

Primary
Willow

Lessons Willow style...
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taking and listening skills.

The students are being encouraged to create stories using story dice and props; also promoting turn -
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Oak

Here are Oak Class using the laptops to research information for their Geography topic, learning abo ut
Franceand using a large map of the world to locate France.







Maths

Here are a primary maths group working out the mean of sets of numbers.
















Secondary

Earth

Earth enjoyed a day trip to Marwell Zoo where they were looking at animals’ habitats and the different
types of materials that could be found in their enclosure. They had booklets to answer questions on the
different animals, and to have a go at drawing them too.
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Earth also spentthis week planning and baking cupcakes, chocolate brownies, flapjacks and cookies. This
counts towards their ASDAN qualification. The students did really well at practising their key skills, which
staff have been working on with them forthe last few years. They also made plate mats and crowns.
















Business Admin

The busy bees have been at it again! Business admin students continue to make a real difference to
the running of everyday school life at Heathermount, while developing their skills and gaining
qualifications.

Tobias, a level 3 BA student, organised and
conducted a school medication review meeting as
part of his Level 3 Diploma qualification. With the
help of the admin staff, Tobias prepared all the
documents and took minutes at the meeting.




Amber, a level 2 business
admin student, photocopying
a few pages from a book in
colour.

Eva, a business admin level 2 student,
conducting work experience in
receiving and making telephone calls
with the guidance of admin staff.




Catering

Pluto are completing their Skills for Working Life folders. They are working on Unit 366 Basic Food
Preparation. As part of this unit, students are introduced to preparing food for cold presentation.
















Science

In Science the children have been busy learning about Chemistry and Physics this term.

Mars have been learning about how metals react with different materials, and have experimented
reacting metals with acid, as well as learning about reactivity.

Mercury and Neptune have been busy learning about insulation and trialling different insulating
materials.

Pluto have been learning about planet Earth.

Saturn have been learning about different types of bonds and have enjoyed using different materials to
help visualise what these bonds look like.

Well doneto Jupiter and Venus who have been busy revising for their exams.




We are very excited to welcome the ducklings at the beginning of next term and watch them hatch and
grow for2 weeks!

PGL Trip

Twenty students attended PGL forthree days and two nights, the first trip for two years! All of the
students challenged themselves and actively participated in archery, Jacob’s ladder, rock climbing, rifle
shooting, raft building, campfire, zip line and sensory walk.



A massive well done to the students who encouragedand supported each other brilliantly.
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Excellent!

History Club

History club is on Thursdays. Itis one of the lunchtime activities that run during leisure time for
secondary students. Here they are enjoying building models.







QUEEN'S JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS



On the last day of term, Heathermount celebrated the Queen's Platinum Jubilee. Staff and students

dressed upinred, white and blue. The British classics, fish and chips, and strawberries and cream were
on the menuand studentstook partin activities throughout the day to mark the occasion.












PLATINUM JUBILEE



Can you help?

Ambitious about Autism is the national charity for autistic children and young people. Please see a note
fromthem below.

Ambitious
P about Autism

We’re working on the SEND review and Schools White Paper and Bill to assess the impact on autistic
children and young people and their families. We want to hear directly from autistic young people and
parents, carers or relatives of autistic children and young people about how the SEND system s
currently working, and whatis needed to improve it.

We have created a short survey to support this and will share our findings with the Government’s
SEND Review team. We’re delighted to have received over 1000 responses so far, but we would like to
do a bit more promotion and reach as many parents, carers and young people as possible before we
close the survey.


https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/SENDreview
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Best wishes,

Heathermount Staff




